JERSEY PIPE BAND GETS ITS OWN NEW TARTAN

Embargoed until 16.30 hrs Friday 11 November 2011 

Three members of the Jersey Pipe Band have designed a new tartan specifically for the Jersey pipe band.  
Jim Vines, Ken Brawley and Gregor Allan of the Jersey Pipe Band were commissioned by their fellow members in January 2010 to design a new tartan for the Jersey Pipe Band and others. The three were total strangers to designing original plaid but felt that the time was right to create a tartan that represented the band’s island home. 

‘Jersey Pipe Band Tartan’ was unveiled in the island on Friday 11th, November 2011.

The tartan took eighteen months to design and will be officially registered under the Scottish Register of Tartans, which registers many new tartans every year. The first consignment of tartan produced by a Border weaver has been acquired and delivered to the pipe band’s kilt maker based on the south shore of loch Ness, in the Highlands. The first kilts arrived in the island this week.

Mr Allan explained the need for a Jersey Pipe Band tartan:  “We have traditionally worn tartan that was either available or chosen by the Pipe Major. This is the first ever tartan with a Jersey connection and being ours is open to all who wish to have a tartan with a Jersey connection. The new tartan looks great and the hue of colours, which are muted and traditional, blend wonderfully and looks very smart indeed.” 

Mr Vines noted that “there was really no suitable tartan for lovers of Jersey until now.”  The band is over fifty years old now, many of the band members and their supporters have little connection with Scotland as many are Jersey born and bred. There is no need to “borrow” a family link as an excuse to wear the tartan. 
Mr Brawley said “there’s no longer any need for the band to masquerade under a Scottish tartan name as this is a wholly original tartan. The “Jersey Pipe Band tartan” combines the colours of Jersey and the bolder colours become diluted and subtle through the weaver’s use of the number of threads and when blended creates new tones and hues prompting many Jersey links and images.” 
Mr Vines added that the main colours are: Terracotta for the Jersey cow and soil; Blue for the sea; Yellow for the sand and rolling beaches; Grey for the clouds and lovat green for the trees, woods and hedgerows and a glint of orange for the rising and setting sun.   
While traditionalists may assert that tartan is the Scottish national dress, to be reserved exclusively for Scottish Highland families, Mr Vines is keen to point out the strong trading and military history links between Scotland and Jersey, that goes back to the Battle of Jersey, if not before. 
The “Jersey Pipe Band tartan will surely be the start of a new chapter in the band’s history” he said.  



Further Information at:
http://jerseypipeband.vpweb.co.uk



NOTE TO EDITORS:
MR VINES IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW ON Tel:07797712967    OR EMAIL: jvines1962@gmail.com

MR BRAWLEY IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW ON Tel: 07797736960   OR EMAIL: kgbrawley@gmail.com

Mr ALLAN IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW ON Tel: +44 (0)1534 506948/ 07797 718 978  OR EMAIL gdallan@jerseymail.co.uk

TO PHOTO EDITORS:

IMAGES OF THE JERSEY PIPE BAND TARTAN WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM Mr ALLAN  

ENDS
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